Introduction

Methods
116
Site description 117 Two case-study bathing waters were used for this study: Largs (Pencil) Beach and 100 CFU 100 ml -1 for 'Excellent' ratings), and its E. coli results (156 CFU 100 ml -1 at 233 the 95 th percentile, with 250 CFU 100 ml -1 the limit for 'Excellent' ratings; Table 1 ). it to be the responsibility of the local council to monitor the water (32 % at Largs; 46 261 % Ayr) or the duty of the environmental regulator (24 % at Largs; 17 % Ayr).
262
Respondents at both bathing waters were asked whether they recognised the four
263
EU bathing water quality signs that are used to communicate classifications ( Figure   264 3). A significantly higher proportion of respondents did not recognise the signs (60% Respondents were also asked for the lowest level of microbial water quality they 294 would find acceptable before entering the water (Figure 6 ). There was a significant 295 difference between the two bathing waters (P < 0.05), with only one person at Largs 296 willing to swim in poor quality water, compared to 14 people at Ayr. The majority of 297 people would only accept a water quality classification of at least "Good" before 298 swimming in the sea at both bathing waters. At Ayr, there were fewer respondents 299 who perceived the water to be of 'Excellent' or 'Good' quality (52%) compared with 300 the number of respondents who stated that only 'Excellent' or 'Good' water quality 301 was acceptable for bathing (70%) (Figures 4 and 6) . installed that clearly state the predicted quality of the water for that particular day.
349
Yet, over half of all respondent at both beaches were unaware of these information 350 boards on bathing water quality, and over a third of respondents did not know that which by the time it is ready to be communicated to the public is already 2-3 days out 394 of date (Oliver et al., 2014; Searcy et al., 2018) .
395
The majority of respondents in our study did not recognise the four EU willing to go swimming in water classified as 'poor' at the time of our study. 
